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Conservationðactivities including 

examination, documentation, 

treatment and preventive care, 

supported by research and 

professional or trained 

staff/volunteers.

Historic Sites Conservation Planning

In May of  this year, the Centennial Monument at Fort Griffin

was cleaned, restored and reassembled to its original 1936 

Centennial configuration originally comprised of  three bronze 

bas-reliefs and massive blocks of  pink granite from Marble 

Falls.

http://www.visitfortgriffin.com/


ÅMethodology 

Look at cultural resources with an eye towards using effective 

methods to keep the resource in as close to its original 

condition as possible for as long as possible, but not 

necessarily taking drastic, potentially irreversible, steps of 

formal restoration.

From 1969ð2009, the bronze panels were 

attached to a sandstone wall at Fort Griffin's 

entrance.

The restoration specialist removed the 

bronze plaques from the sandstone wall.



ÅGuidelines

Generally, our conservation philosophy reflects an 

attitude of stewardship, and favors the application 

of simple and manageable guidelines such as:

× Minimal intervention, and avoidance of 

intervention that cannot be adjusted or corrected in 

the future as practices evolve

× Use of appropriate methods and materials that aim 

at reducing any future problems stemming from 

ongoing treatment, use or investigation

× Full, clear and concise documentation of all actions 

undertaken to provide a map to future conservators

The conservator removed areas of  loose 

corrosion from the plaques using bronze 

brushes and bronze wool.

A coat of butcherõs wax was applied to help unify 

the appearance of  the plaques and to provide 

temporary protection against the elements; the 

wax will wear off  in approximately six months.



ÅPreservation 

Preventive Conservation

As conservation planning is implemented, a 

primary focus becomes prevention/preservation. 

This involves creating a protective environment 

(when possible) or a maintenance plan that will 

ensure stable and consistent care for artifacts that 

have been conserved. Monitoring of conserved 

artifacts/resources is an essential part of the 

management/preservation plan.

The restoration specialist 

cleaned, gently scrubbed and 

rinsed all granite blocks with a 

stone cleaning solution.

The forklift helped to set the 

stones in place.



Fort Griffin Conservation Complete

and with restoration and 

reassembly complete, the 

monument is finished!

Another look at the 

1936 stagingé
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Sabine Pass Battleground

Before Treatment



Dick Dowling Details

ðThick layers of chloride depositions due to 
salt air and submersion during flood events.

Corrosion @ 40x Chloride deposits @ pitting



Scaffold erection and containment

Containment Installation Powerwashing



Pressurewashing

Washing @ 3,000 psi After washing



Patination

Heating the surface After patination



Brush Application of Incralac

Test area brushed on After 1st coat brushed



Spraying the Incralac

Application of  2 layers of  tinted Incralac using HVLP sprayer 



Waxing and buffing

After  wax application                     Buffing with cotton rags



After Treatment


